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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[bookmark: _GoBack]BioTek receives Two Awards from ESGR, 
a Department of Defense Office: 
the Patriot Award and the Above and Beyond Award


August 21, 2014, WINOOSKI VT, USA — BioTek is pleased to announce Dan Hannah, U.S. Field Service Manager, has been awarded the Patriot Award by the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve program (ESGR), a Department of Defense office. 

An employee serving in the National Guard or Reserve, or the spouse of a Guard or Reserve member, may nominate individual supervisors for support provided directly to the nominating Service member and his or her family. The Patriot Award reflects the efforts made to support Citizen Warriors through a wide-range of measures including flexible schedules, time off prior to and after deployment, caring for families and granting leaves of absence if needed. Brian Shapley, one of BioTek’s Field Microplate Specialists, nominated Mr. Hannah based on Dan’s support of Brian’s service in the Navy Reserve.
Dan thanked Brian for the nomination and states, “Brian is a valued member of the Microplate Specialist team at BioTek. I am proud of his work with BioTek and the Navy. We all appreciate the sacrifice that comes with his military service and are glad we can help in some small way.”
BioTek also received the Above and Beyond Award from the ESGR. The Above and Beyond Award is presented by ESGR State Committees to recognize employers at the local level who have gone above and beyond the legal requirements of the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA) by providing their Guard and Reserve employees additional, non-mandated benefits such as differential or full pay to offset lost wages, extended health benefits, and other similar benefits. The award is given in limited numbers by state committees to employers who have had at least one of their supervisors/managers recognized with a Patriot Award, and who have signed or agree to sign a statement of support (SoS). 
Briar Alpert, BioTek’s President, states, "We deeply appreciate this recognition and feel both responsible and proud to support all of our employees that have committed to active guard and reserve duty. It is through their commitments that we can all enjoy our sense of liberty."
Both awards were presented by a military liaison officer during BioTek’s Global Service Meeting, on Wednesday August 20th, at the Hilton Hotel in Burlington. 
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ESGR was established in 1972 to promote cooperation and understanding between Reserve Service members and their civilian employers regarding an employee's military commitment. ESGR is supported by a network of more than 4,700 volunteers in 54 committees located across all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam-CNMI (Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands), Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Volunteers, hailing from small business and industry, government, education and prior military service bring a vast wealth of experience to assist in serving employers, service members and their families. Together with Headquarters ESGR staff and a small cadre of support staff for each State Committee, volunteers work to promote and enhance employer support for military service in the Guard and Reserve.

BioTek Instruments, Inc., headquartered in Winooski, VT, USA, is a worldwide leader in the design, manufacture, and sale of microplate instrumentation and software. These technologies are used to aid life science research, facilitate drug discovery, provide rapid and cost-effective analysis, and enable sensitive, accurate quantification of molecules across diverse applications. BioTek espouses a “Think Possible” approach that sets the tone for fresh ideas, unsurpassed customer service and original innovations. As such, they are often honored for local accomplishments and technological innovations, including Best Places to Work in Vermont, Frost & Sullivan North American New Product Innovation Award for Workflow Solutions in Life Sciences, SelectScience’s Drug Discovery Product of the Year – Scientists' Choice Award, and a Silver Edison Award for the Cytation Cell Imaging Multi-Mode Reader.

For additional information, contact:

BioTek Instruments, Inc.
Marketing Communications
802-655-4040
mktg@biotek.com
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