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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Diagnostica Stago Offers Two functional methods for 

von Willebrand Disease Diagnosis
January 16, 2012, Parsippany, NJ, USA – Diagnostica Stago announces two new products for sale in Canada to suit clinical needs for functional von Willebrand’s Disease (VWD) testing.  The two new products, called Asserachrom® VWF:CB and Asserachrom® VWF:FVIIIB products allow for VWD functional testing.  These products add to Stago’s other products for VWD diagnosis, our STA® - Liatest® VWF:Ag and Asserachrom® VWF:Ag for von Willebrand factor (VWF) antigen level determination.  
While the currently available STA® - Liatest® VWF:Ag and Asserachrom® VWF:Ag products detect quantitative disorders (types 1 and 3), the new assays are able to detect functional disorders (type 2).  Some VWD assays available currently detect functional disorders based on the ability of platelet to agglutinate in the presence of ristocetin. While robust, the ristocetin dependent techniques may be difficult to perform due to a lack of reproducibility or a limited working range especially in lowest values.

Asserachrom® VWF:CB is a straightforward and easily standardized assay which detects decreased VWF binding to collagen which is affected in cases of high molecular weight multimer (HMWM) deficiencies, and is a favorable alternative to multimer analysis, which is time consuming and unstandardized.  This HMWM deficiency occurs in all types of VWD with the exception of type 2N and 2M.  Thus, Asserachrom® VWF:CB allows all coagulation labs the ability to differentiate between type 2A and type 2M VWD.

Characterization between different type 2 disorders can be further classified using tests such as:

• platelet aggregation in the presence of low ristocetin concentration (type 2B)

• VWF-FVIII binding (type 2N)

The Asserachrom® VWF:FVIIIB assay is the only commercially available biological assay allowing the differential diagnosis between Hemophilia A and VWD type 2N through the measurement of VWF binding capacity to FVIII. Further, these 2 disorders have similar clinical and biological phenotype but treatment could be slightly different depending if either VWF or FVIII is defective. Thus, the distinction is mandatory to manage bleeding risk adequately, and due to the limited access to FVIII binding testing, VWD type 2N prevalence is thought to be underestimated. This standardized assay replaces existing home made assays that are labor intensive (3-5 days) and require sample transport to few very specialized laboratories. As with the Asserachrom VWF:CB assay, the Asserachrom® VWF:FVIIIB assay allows all coagulation labs the ability to differentiate between Hemophilia A and VWD type 2N.
The new products described are intended only for clinical use in Canada, and are not for sale in the United States. 

About Diagnostica Stago, Inc.
Diagnostica Stago, Inc. is the exclusive provider of the Diagnostica Stago Hemostasis product lines in the United States and offers a complete system of coagulation instruments and optimized reagent kits for research as well as for routine analysis. Diagnostica Stago, Inc. is the U.S. subsidiary of Diagnostica Stago, S.A.S. France, a leader in the development and manufacture of Hemostasis products. For more information about any Stago product or service, please call 800-222-COAG or visit our website at www.stago-us.com.
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